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Madam President, excellencies, colleagues—

As I speak, more than 1.5 million people are trapped 
in Rafah. People violently forced to this strip of land 
in southern Gaza are bearing the brunt of Israel’s 
military campaign. We live in fear of a ground 
invasion.

Our fears are rooted in experience. Just 48 hours 
ago, as a family sat around their kitchen table in 
a house sheltering MSF staff and their families in 
Khan Younis, a 120mm tank shell exploded through 
the walls, igniting a fire, and killing two people 
and severely burning six others on their face and 
hands. A total of 61 humanitarian staff and family 
members were sheltering in a location which 
we had identified to the warring parties. Some 
were trapped in the burning building while active 
shooting delayed ambulances from reaching them.

This is all too familiar – Israeli forces are attacking 
our convoys, they are shooting at and raiding 
our hospitals, they are detaining our staff, and 
bulldozing our vehicles. For a second time, one 
of our staff shelters has been hit. This pattern of 
attacks is either intentional or indicative of reckless 
incompetence.

Our colleagues in Gaza are fearful that, as I speak 
to you today, they will be punished tomorrow.

Madame President, every day we witness 
unimaginable horror.

We, like so many, were horrified by Hamas’ massacre 
in Israel on October 7th, and we are horrified by 
Israel’s response. We feel the anguish of the families 

whose loved ones were taken hostage. We feel the 
anguish of the families of Palestinians arbitrarily 
detained by Israel in Gaza and the West Bank.

As humanitarians, we are appalled by Violence 
against civilians. This death, destruction, and forced 
displacement are the result of military and political 
choices that blatantly disregard civilian lives. These 
choices could have been – and still can be – made 
very differently.

For 138 days, we witnessed the unimaginable 
suffering of the people of Gaza. For 138 days, we 
have done everything we can to enact a meaningful 
humanitarian response. For 138 days, we have 
watched the systematic obliteration of a health 
system we have supported for decades. We have 
watched our patients and colleagues be killed and 
maimed.

This situation is the culmination of a war Israel is 
waging on the entire population of the Gaza strip 
– a war of collective punishment, a war without 
rules, a war at all costs. The laws and the principles 
we collectively depend on to enable humanitarian 
assistance are now eroded to the point of becoming 
meaningless.

Madam President, the humanitarian response in 
Gaza today is an illusion. A convenient illusion 
that perpetuates a narrative that this war is being 
waged in line with international laws.

Calls for more humanitarian assistance have echoed 
across this Chamber. Yet in Gaza we have less and 
less each day – less space, less medicine, less food, 
less water, less safety. We no longer speak of a 
humanitarian scale up, we speak of how to survive 
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without even the bare minimum.

Today in Gaza, efforts to provide assistance are 
haphazard, opportunistic, and entirely inadequate. 
How can we deliver life-saving aid in an environment 
where the distinction between civilians and 
combatants is disregarded? How can we sustain 
any type of response when medical workers are 
being targeted, attacked and vilified for assisting 
the wounded? 

Madam President, attacks on healthcare are attacks 
on humanity.

There is no health system to speak of left in Gaza. 
Israel’s military has dismantled hospital after 
hospital. What remains is so little in the face of 
such carnage. It is preposterous.

The excuse given is that medical facilities have 
been used for military purposes, yet we have 
seen zero independently verified evidence of this. 
In exceptional circumstances where a hospital 
loses its protected status, any attack must follow 
the principles of proportionality and precaution 
Instead of adherence to international law, we see 
the systematic disabling of hospitals. This has left 
the entire medical system inoperable.

Since October 7th, we have been forced to 
evacuate nine different health facilities. One week 
ago, Nasser hospital was raided. Medical staff were 
forced to leave despite repeated assurances that 
they could stay and continue caring for patients.

These indiscriminate attacks, as well as the types of 
weapons and munitions used in densely populated 
areas, have killed tens of thousands and maimed 
thousands more. Our patients have catastrophic 
injuries, amputations, crushed limbs, and severe 
burns. They need sophisticated care. They need 
intensive rehabilitation.

Medics cannot treat these injuries on a battlefield 
or in the ashes of destroyed hospitals. There are not 
enough hospital beds, not enough medications, 
and not enough supplies.

Surgeons have had no choice but to carry out 
amputations on children without anesthesia. Our 
surgeons are running out of basic gauze to stop 
their patients from bleeding out. They use it once, 
squeeze out the blood, wash it, sterilize it, and 
reuse it for the next patient.

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza has left pregnant 
women without medical care for months. Women 
in labor cannot reach functional delivery rooms. 
They are giving birth in plastic tents and public 
buildings.

Medical teams have added a new acronym to their 
vocabulary: WCNSF – wounded child, no surviving 
family. Children who survive this war will not 
only bear the visible wounds of traumatic injuries 
but the invisible ones too – those of repeated 
displacement, constant fear, and witnessing family 
members literally dismembered before their eyes. 
These psychological injuries have led children as 
young as five to tell us they would prefer to die.

The dangers for medical staff are enormous. On a 
daily basis we choose to continue working, despite 
the increasing risks.

We are scared. Our teams are beyond exhausted. 
Madame President, this must stop. We, along with 
the world, are closely watching how this Council 
and its members have approached the conflict in 
Gaza.

Meeting after meeting, resolution after resolution, 
this body has failed to effectively address this 
conflict. We have watched members of this Council 
deliberate and delay while civilians die.



We are appalled by the willingness of the United 
States to use its powers as a permanent Council 
member to obstruct efforts to adopt the most 
evident of resolutions: one demanding an 
immediate and sustained ceasefire.Three times 
this Council has had an opportunity to vote for the 
ceasefire that is so desperately needed and three 
times the United States has used its veto power, 
most recently this Tuesday.

A new draft resolution by the United States 
ostensibly calls for a ceasefire. However, this is 
misleading at best. This Council should reject any 
resolution that further hampers humanitarian efforts 
on the ground and leads this Council to tacitly 
endorse the continued violence and mass atrocities 
in Gaza.

The people of Gaza need a ceasefire not when 
“practicable”, but now. They need a sustained 
ceasefire, not a “temporary period of calm”. 
Anything short of this is gross negligence. 

The protection of civilians in Gaza cannot be 
contingent on Resolutions from this Council which 
instrumentalize humanitarianism to blur political 
objectives. The protection of civilians, of civilian 
infrastructure, of health workers and health facilities, 
falls first and foremost on the parties to the conflict.

But it is also a collective responsibility – a 
responsibility which rests with this Council, 
and to its individual members, as parties to the 
Geneva Conventions. The consequences of casting 
international humanitarian law to the wind will 
reverberate well beyond Gaza.

It will be an enduring burden on our collective 
conscience. This is not just political inaction – it 
has become political complicity. Two days ago, 

MSF staff and families were attacked and died in a 
place they were told would be protected.

Today our staff are back at work, risking their lives 
once again for their patients. What are you willing 
to risk?

We demand the protections promised under 
International Humanitarian Law.

We demand a ceasefire from both parties.

We demand the space to turn the illusion of aid to 
meaningful assistance.

What will you do to make this possible?

Thank you, Madam President.

Christopher Lockyear
Secretary General
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières


