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About Missing Maps 

Missing Maps is a collaborative project between humanitarian organisations to map areas of the 
world where maps are missing or incomplete and so help meet the needs of vulnerable people.  
Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) / Doctors Without Borders is a founding member of Missing 
Maps and is an international independent humanitarian organisation that delivers emergency 
medical aid to people affected by armed conflict, epidemics, natural disasters and those excluded 
from health care.   Schools can help with this initiative, to find out more about Missing Maps, 
please contact schools@london.msf.org  
 

Setting up a group  
• Have a central point - a notice board or a page 

on your school / college intranet/ VLE for 
sharing information; when and where you meet 
to map, current areas of the world being 
mapped etc.  

• Hold an assembly so that wider members of 
the school community know about Missing 
Maps  

• Choose the area you are going 
to map and check it out before your pupils 
arrive. It can be very frustrating for pupils, if 
the first time someone maps, the resolution is 
poor or there is lots of cloud cover and they 
can’t find any buildings. Start with beginner 
level maps. Buildings and roads are easiest to 
map. If you want to keep mapping an area over 
several weeks don’t choose a map on the 
frontpage of the tasking manager, but one 
further down the list which is not high priority.  

• On some of the map tasks there is additional 
information about the area and photos of the 
types of buildings to be mapped which provides 
context.  

• It is not possible to designate one map to a 
school because OpenStreetMap is open 
access information and often the maps need to 
be completed urgently. 

• Set up a common hashtag # for your group so 
that you will be able to see all your mappers on 
the leader board.  

 
 

 

Running the group 
 
Tracking your progress 

• In the Hot Tasking Manager,   https://tasks.hotosm.org/ click on your name 

• Click on your profile  

     
 

 
Photos by Adam Scott-Hinchliff (HOT) 
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• Click Missing Maps badges. Here you will see the badges which you have earnt and those 
you are working towards. 

 
Tracking your groups mapping and individual students mapping 

• Go to www.missingmaps.org 

• Scroll down the page to Find a Leaderboard  

• Click on Add Competitor and type in the name 

• Remove the Current Leader to see just your group   

• Click on any of the names in your group and you can see their profile – how many edits 
they have made, when they made them and the badges which they have achieved and are 
working towards.   

• At the bottom of the leader board you can also see where your group has mapped.  
  
How do I know how many hours the pupils have mapped for?  

• The easiest way is to keep a register of those who attend the club.  

• Alternatively, you can see how many edits they have made and the dates on which they 
made them on their profile, which you can see on the leader board.  

 
Mapping where your groups have mapped 
On the following website you can see where your group has mapped over a period of 30 days. 
Just enter your group name without the hashtag. https://resultmaps.neis-one.org/osm-
changesets#2/34.0/1.4  
 
Watch who else is mapping on OpenStreetMap as you are mapping – search show me the way 
OpenStreetMap  http://osmlab.github.io/show-me-the-way/ 
 
Can I validate the work of my students for Missing Maps?  
Yes, if you become a validator. You will need to be an experienced mapper for this. 
Attending mapathons are a good way to learn how to use JOSM needed to be a validator. All 
mapathons are advertised on www.missingmaps.org 
 
Ideas for maintaining interest in mapping 

• Invite a speaker from MSF to talk about humanitarian work or about the country which you 
have been mapping.  

• Use the leader board badges to reward pupils. Stickers etc are available from the MSF 
website. 

• Host a country-themed mapping session with music and food from the country. 

• Short videos (online) are available on the MSF website. (Please check the content before 
showing them to younger students) 

• Run a mapping or country themed fundraising event. 

http://www.missingmaps.org/
https://resultmaps.neis-one.org/osm-changesets#2/34.0/1.4
https://resultmaps.neis-one.org/osm-changesets#2/34.0/1.4
http://osmlab.github.io/show-me-the-way/
http://www.missingmaps.org/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/content/national-speakers-bureau-speaker-request-form
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What happens to the maps once they have been completed on Missing Maps? 
Once a map has been completed on Missing Maps a validator will check the map. (You may 
receive some feedback comments from the validator.) 
The GIS coordinator at MSF will then check the map and work with local community mappers in the field 
who will add features such as clinics, schools and road names onto the map. 
The map is then completed and ready for use!  

Why MSF needs maps  

• MSF uses maps to estimate the size of populations. This is essential for vaccination 
campaigns. For example, if a Measles’ vaccination programme is to be successful at least 
90-95% of the population need to be vaccinated. 

• MSF uses maps to produce epidemiological maps, for example to map cases of Malaria or 
Ebola. These are needed to plan and deliver the treatment for these diseases.  

• MSF uses maps to access remote locations and deliver essential medical treatment. 

Natacha Buhler (MSF)                                                                                  Juan Carlos Tomasi(MSF) 
                                                                                          

 
The benefits of mapping for your students. 

• To learn how maps are made and help produce maps which will be used in the field by 
humanitarian organisations like MSF. 

• To be an active part of humanitarian aid work. 

• To increase their spatial awareness and appreciation of the diversity of landscapes and 
places. 

• A valuable service and skill to be added to their CV, UCAS form or for their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. 

 

Further information 

For further information on MSF resources for schools please 
visit https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/content/school-resources 
 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about MSF, including additional resources, fundraising 
days and speaker events, please contact schools@toronto.msf.org 
     
    

https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/content/school-resources

