
I work with 
Doctors Without 
Borders

Name: ........................................................................................

Stick your job 
title here.
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What is Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF)?

What I thought about the proje
ct, “I work with Doctors Without Borders.”

I work with 

Doctors Without Borders
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• I can use what I already know to learn 
more about Doctors Without Borders.
• I can look carefully at the poster and 
draw information from it.
• I can learn more about Doctors With-
out Borders by asking questions.

1
What do you think of when 
you look at this poster? 
Write the words that come 
to mind when you look 
at it. You can also draw 
arrows if you want to write 
about a particular detail. 

2
Talk with your 
neighbour to 
see what he or 
she wrote. Use 
another colour 
to write any 
information you 
don’t already 
have.

3 What else would you like to know 
about this poster? Write it here.

....................................................................

....................................................................

....................................................................



Watch the video. Write down key words that will help you talk about Doctors Without Borders 
later.

Complete the sentences below with your neighbour. Write in pen any information you are sure 
about and in pencil for anything you are unsure about. Leave a blank space if you do not know 
what to write.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

An Overview of 
Doctors Without 
Borders

I l
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ed

• I can write down key words while watching a short film.
• I can place the information I gathered in a table.
• I can use my own words to explain what Doctors Without Borders is all 

about.

1. What Doctors Without Borders does

2. Doctors Without Borders gets involved when 
there are...

3. A few job titles that people have who work for Doctors 
Without Borders are: ...........................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
A Doctors Without Borders team is made up of field workers who come from around the world to work 

with local staff ............................. from the country where help is needed.

To make sure it can work safely and effectively, Doctors Without Borders is:

1. ................................. : (helps all people, regardless of where they are from).

2. ................................. : (doesn’t pick sides in a war or conflict)

3. ................................. : (decides for itself where it thinks emergency aid is needed)

............................. ............................. ............................. ............................. .............................
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Plak hier 
de juiste 
sticker

1

2

3

All-terrain vehicle                •
Ambulance •
Minivan •
Boat •
Airplane •
On foot •

Put the 
right 

sticker 
here.

Logistician

Activity

Read the text below and fill in the blanks.
Logisticians are the people responsible for ..................................................... on a Doctors Without Borders 
mission. They make sure that all the .................................. (medicine, food, tents, etc.) get to where they need 
to go, which also means they take care of ........................

Draw a line between the mode of transportation and the thing that must be transported. 

What is the distance between Toronto, Canada and Juba, South Sudan? 
  ..................................................................................................

A

B

1.  20,000 people are trying to escape the 
violence of war. Doctors Without Borders 
wants to help them. How many tents will 
Doctors Without Borders need for these 
refugees? Don’t forget about medical 
assistance!

 ........................................................
 ........................................................

2.  What are the tasks that you don’t need 
to worry about? Cross out the ones that 
aren’t for logisticians. 

4
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• A team of six local workers
• Tents, vaccines and other medical supplies in the event of an epidemic
• Vaccines for a small village in the mountains
• Two patients who need immediate help
• An engineer who has to get to the hospital after an earthquake
• Kits, tents and food for a food crisis

Vaccinate children against measles 
– change a car tire – put vaccinations 
away in storage areas – give a class on 
hygiene – feed malnourished children.



Read the text below and fill in the blanks.
Doctors and nurses who work with Doctors Without Borders ......... patients. They make sure there is 
enough .............................. and eventually stock up the hospital pharmacy. They give malnourished 
patients who weigh too little the ............. they need. 

What conclusions can you make about the following patients? Draw a line mat-
ching the patient to the possible diagnosis.

Take a look at the hospital pharmacy. There are 102 measles vaccine vials remai-
ning in the refrigerator. A vial contains enough vaccine for 10 children, but 9,000 
children need to be vaccinated as soon as possible. How many vials should you 
order?

 ..................................................

Measles vaccine    •
Cholera vaccine    •

Peanut paste    •

• Patient with diarrhea
• Patient with a MUAC bracelet in the red or yellow zone
• Patient with small red spots on his skin

3. Draw a line from the vaccine to the right patient.

Inflatable hospital 
Tents
MUAC bracelets
Vaccines 
Medicine
Food Rations
Operating equipment
First aid materials

1

2

3

2.  You are leaving to work as a field worker in Guinea, 
in West Africa. In the city of Macenta, you will need 
to vaccinate 30,000 children. You will work 10 hours 
a day. With the help of two assistants, you can 
vaccinate one child in one minute. . How many days 
will it take to vaccinate 30,000 children?

Put the 
right 

sticker 
here.

Nurse / Doctor

Activity

Patient buried under rubble •
Patient with diarrhea •
Patient with small red spots on his skin •
Child with a MUAC bracelet in the red zone           •

• measles
• malnutrition
• crush syndrome
• cholera

1. You are going on a mission. You have to set up a hospi-
tal from scratch. What do you think is the most impor-
tant thing to do? Write “1” next to the most important 
item and then number the rest of the items by order of 
importance.

5
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Read the text below and fill in the blanks with the missing words.
The word “WatSan” comes from the words “water” and .......................... That means that a WatSan is in 
charge of sanitizing water. He or she makes sure that everyone has access to toilets to ensure good hy-
giene. To do this, ...................are built. For water to become potable (i.e., clean enough to drink) it must be 
purified several times. This requires a water supply system to be built.

Using the information below, build a water supply system from the water jug to the 
faucets. Draw the parts on the chart. Start with a pencil.

Calculate the number of litres of water you need to sanitize to serve 
a camp of 5,000 refugees.

2.  

1

2

3

2.  Write the three main responsibilities of a WatSan. 
1. .....................................................................
2. .....................................................................
3 ......................................................................

How many latrines will 
you need for a camp 
of 2,500 people?
.........................................

3. A water purification station can purify 10,000 litres 
per day. It takes one person 24 hours to install a 
purification machine. There are 5,000 people and 
each one needs a minimum of five litres of clean 
water per day. Ideally, each person would have 20 
litres of water per day. How many days would it 
take to provide 20 litres of water per day for each 
person? Hint: you can hire people to help you, but 
your team must stay as small as possible!
.....................................................................

Activity

Put the 
right 

sticker 
here.

WatSan

6

©
 i

ll
u 

Ka
tr

ie
n 

C
la

es

© Sam Phelps



Read the text below and fill in the blanks with the missing words.
The administrator makes sure that Doctors Without Borders’ ..........................  is used properly. The 
administrator also manages accounts. He or she makes sure the entire team is ..........................  and 
that all the .......................... , like passports, authorizations, etc are in order.

Below is a table with bills to pay. Calculate the total.
 ..............................................................................

1

2

3

2.  Below is a step-by-step plan to make sure 
your team stays safe — but it’s all mixed up! 
Put the steps in the right order, numbering 
them from 1 to 4.

 Make a list of potential dangers (car accident, 
poisonous snakes, sabotage, attacks, etc.)

 Find out as much as possible about the 
local situation by researching using books, 
magazines, the Internet, etc. 

      Contact the people who want to harm you 
(e.g., a rebel group)

 Now look for solutions to prevent any dangers 
you might encounter on your list (e.g., 
buckling your seatbelt, bringing anti-venom, 
etc.) 

3. Cross out the 
tasks that are 
not the job of the  
Administrator.

• Set up tents  
• Share information about 

purchases 
• Sanitize water 

•  Record expenses in the files
• Make contacts with the local 

authorities 

Activity

Put the 
right 

sticker 
here.

Administrator

What job would I like to have with MSF :

What's my greatest wish :

Which country would I like to travel to:

MSF Passport
This passport belongs to :

My birthday:

Place 
Photo
Here

1.  Doctors Without 
Borders Passport

Bonus: How much does 
this mission cost in 
Canadian dollars?
.................................

Bill 5,000 Guinean Francs =  0.84  CAD 

Action in Guinea to combat 
cholera

Light bulbs 50,000 Guinean Francs

Bricks 1,080,000 Guinean Francs

Cement 225,000 Guinean Francs

Septic tank 500,000 Guinean Francs

Fuel 47,325,000 Guinean Francs

Office supplies 960,000 Guinean Francs

Medical supplies 1 3,577 CAD 

Medical supplies 2 5,109 CAD 

Plastic supplies 1,574 CAD 

Tents 2,631 CAD 

During an armed conflict, why are 
inflatable hospitals never a good 
choice? Give an alternative. 
 ..............................................................
 ..............................................................

7
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Read the text below and fill in the blanks.
The health promoter does not administer medicine like doctors do. He or she gives ........................... By 
explaining to people the risks of catching an illness, the health promoter helps people ................ getting 
sick. This information is shared with people during ................. in small groups.

Draw a line matching the illness to how someone catches it.

Draw a poster that explains how to avoid 
getting diarrhea. Make sure to use the right language!

1

2

3

Activity

1.  Doctors Without Borders is 
opening a mobile clinic. How 
can we make sure the local 
population can find the way 
to the clinic? Write down your 
ideas here. 
..........................................
..........................................
..........................................
..........................................
..........................................
..........................................
..........................................

3. Cross out the tasks that are not your responsibility.

Build latrines – Inject vaccinations – Show how to care for a wound 
Explain how to make water drinkable – Put away the food

2. What is the right way to handle the situations below? Draw lines.

• Vaccination
• Antiseptic/hygiene masks if 

there is coughing
• Boil water before drinking it
• See a midwife
• Use mosquito nets

Malaria  •
Cholera  •
Tuberculosis •
Pregnancy  •
Measles •

Put the 
right 

sticker 
here.

Health 
Promoter

Mountain leprosy  •
Malaria  •
Chagas  •
Dengue  •
Cholera  •
Tuberculosis •

• Fleas
• Dirty water
• Mosquitoes
• Human saliva
• Mosquitoes
• Sand flies

8
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GEOATLAS® WORLD VECTOR - GRAPHI-OGRE® - France - 1997

Identify the five countries in crisis on the map below.

Draw a line matching each crisis to its location on the map.

Write the names of the countries in crisis and their capitals in 
the box below. 

 

1
2

Country:  •...................................... • Capital: ......................................
Country: •...................................... • Capital: ......................................
Country: •...................................... • Capital: ......................................
Country: •...................................... • Capital: ......................................
Country: •...................................... • Capital: ......................................

The true meaning 
of  Doctors 
Without Borders!

I l
ea

rn
ed

• I can find a country on a 
world map.

• I can research the capital of 
a country with an atlas or on 
Google Maps.

• I can present my findings to 
my classmates.

 

3

Natural disaster Epidemic Food crisis Armed conflict Refugees
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We are going 
on a mission!

You’ve just finished your training. Work with your teammates to complete the first steps together. Next, each 
everyone will use their own expertise and skills to help the group!

Read the crisis card. Each team member 
will read a passage. Help each other if the-
re are words that you don’t understand, or 
look up the definition, in a dictionary or 
online.

Using the sticker page, place 
the country where your 
crisis is occurring on the 
world map on page 9.

Step 1

Complete the information for 
the country where your crisis is 
taking place.

Step 3

       Each team member must look for the 
answer to his or her question. Write 
your answer on the next page.

• What is the distance of a flight to the 
crisis area?

• What medicine and other things will 
you need?

• What kits will be useful?
• What kind of water supply system will 

be needed?
• What information will the local 

population need?
• How many local workers still need to 

be hired?

Step 5

Decide with your team to take 
more bags if you still have room 
or to leave some behind if your 
load is too heavy.

Step 7

Discuss with your team how you 
will present your mission to the 
class. See page 12 for help explai-
ning your contribution. 

Step 8

Each team member must ex-
plain what he or she is going 
to bring. Together, calculate 
how much it will all weigh.

Step 6

 In which category does 
your crisis belong? Draw a 
line matching the country 
to its location.

Step 4

Step 2 

Step-by-step 

10 © AZG
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• I can find information in tables and lists.
• I can look for difficult words in the dictionary.
• I can work in a group and defend my opinion.
• I can make large calculations and comparative tables. I l

ea
rn

ed

We’re going on a 

mission!
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Present the mission to your team. It is important to accurately present your contribution. 
Write a brief summary.

Mission 
accomplished?

I am a (job title): ..................................................................................................................
Our mission: ................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................

Group members (names and job titles): ....................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

Emergency situation: .................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................
My tasks and the things I have to think about are:

I l
ea

rn
ed

• I can present my group’s work to my classmates.
• I can work in a group and defend my opinion.
• I can present information to my classmates.

Summary

12
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Doctors 
Without 
Borders is ... 

Yes No

A logistician’s job is less important than a doctor’s or surgeon’s job because doctors and surgeons save lives. Do 
you agree?

After an earthquake, the most important job for Doctors Without Borders is vaccination. Do you agree?

There are problems with a Doctors Without Borders mission in a region at war. Emergency supplies have been 
exhausted. You get a phone call from the leader of the country under attack. He offers to let you use his army’s 
planes to transport emergency services. He also wants to give a large sum of money to Doctors Without Borders 
to help care for victims in his country, under the condition that aid is only given to his country. Do you accept his 
help?

You arrive as a team member with Doctor Without Borders to a region where there are many civilian victims – 
men, women and children. You believe that Doctors Without Borders should witness and report this situation 
so that it can be improved. However, this may cause you to be quickly kicked out of the country and the situa-
tion could be made worse for the people. Do you speak outw?

Think about the question. Then answer.

I l
ea

rn
ed

• I can complete different tasks using the information I have learned.
• I can give my opinion on situations in other parts of the world.

13
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Doctors With-
out Borders is 
also…

Read the text 

AIDS is caused by the 
HIV virus. This virus 
attacks the immune 
system, which pro-
tects our body against 
germs. The virus 
causes the immune 
system to become 
weaker and weaker 
and the body can no 
longer defend itself 
against germs. These 
germs cause a series 
of illnesses, including 
tuberculosis, skin 
conditions and other 
infections.

There are two 
million children 
in the world with 
AIDS. Most of them 
live in Africa. If left 
untreated, half of 
all infected babies 
will die.

This kind of 
medicine slows 
down virus activity 
and reduces the 
number of people 
who contract AIDS. 
But we have not yet 
fully eradicated the 
HIV virus.

AIDS – Another humanitarian emergency 
situation

AIDS is a disease that has spread around 
the entire world within the last 30 years. 
Among the 33 million people infected 
with the virus around the world, five to 
six million of them urgently need medi-
cine in order to live normally.

These medicines are called antiretrovi-
ral drugs. They are very expensive, and 
sick people in developing countries don’t 
have enough money to pay for them. 
That’s why Doctors Without Borders 
provides them free of charge to millions 
of patients through its programs. 

Unfortunately, we can’t help all the AIDS 
patients in the world. That’s why Doctors 
Without Borders teams fight to lower the 
price of medicine, so more patients can 
be treated.

To help people avoid contracting AIDS, 
we must explain to them how they can 
protect themselves.

14
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Answer the questions.

Where do most of the children in the world who have AIDS live?

Draw a line matching the items that go together.

Why does the price of medicine need to be lowered?
........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

Africa Europe

Antiretroviral drugs •
HIV virus •
Health Promoter  •

• help slow down the HIV virus attack
• explains how to avoid getting AIDS
• makes us get sick more easily 

I l
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• I can find information in a text on my own.
• I can answer questions about a text.

AustraliaAsia
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